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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KUWAIT 3660 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, EAIR, XF 

SUBJECT: AFTERMATH OF JUNE 5 MEA HIJACKING TO 
KUWAIT 

REE: KUWAIT 3090 AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL). 

1. AL-SIYASSAH OF JUNE 30 CARRIES REPORT ON KUWAITI 
POLICE INVESTIGATIONS AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 
RELATING TO TWO PALESTINIAN PASSENGERS 
ABOARD JUNE 5 MEA FLIGHT, HIJACKED TO KUWAIT, 

WHO WERE DETAINED EOR EURTHER QUESTIONING. OTHER 
SOURCES HAD INDICATED THAT THE CASE OE THE TWO 
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PALESTINIANS, BOTH OF WHOM WERE CARRYING EALSE 
KUWAITI PASSPORTS AT THE TIME, HAD BEEN TURNED OVER 
TO THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE. 

2. ACCORDING TO SIYASSAH REPORT, INVESTIGATIONS 
HAVE REVEALED THAT THE TWO PALESTINIANS HAD NO 
CONNECTION WITH THE HIJACKING. THE CHARGES AGAINST 
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THEM IN KUWAITI COURT REPORTEDLY WERE LIMITED TO 
POSSESSION OF THE TWO FALSE PASSPORTS, CHARGES 
APPARENTLY REGARDED AS BEING LIGHT ENOUGH TO 
JUSTIFY THEIR BEING RELEASED WITHOUT BAIL PENDING 
TRIAL. BOTH PALESTINIANS CLAIMED THEY HAD OBTAINED 
BOGUS KUWAITI PASSPORTS IN LEBANON. 

3. SIYASSAH REPORT NOTES THAT ONE OF THE TWO 
PALESTINIANS, AHMAD HAMID, IS A MAJOR IN THE 
IRAQI-BACKED ARAB LIBERATION ERONT. HAMID IS 
REPORTED TO HAVE CLAIMED HE WAS EN ROUTE TO A 
REJECTIONIST FRONT MEETING IN BAGHDAD WHEN THE 
PLANE WAS HIJACKED. HAMID IS FURTHER IDENTIFIED AS 

A MAN WHO WAS INVOLVED IN 1973 HIJACKING OF LUFTHANSA 
PLANE TO KUWAIT AND WHO IS "WELL VERSED" IN THESE 
SORT OF THINGS. OTHER PALESTINIA, NOT IDENTIFIED 
BY NAME, IS A MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTOR WHO FOR SOME 
REASON REPORTEDLY BOUGHT A KUWAITI PASSPORT TO 
TRAVEL ON. 

4. COMMENT: KUWAITI HANDLING OF THIS CASE HAS 
REFLECTED GREATER THOUOUGHNESS THAN MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN EXPECTED, GIVEN THE POLITICAL DELICACY OF SUCH 
MATTERS. AFTER QUICKLY ESTABLISHING THAT THE TWO 
PALESTINIAN DETAINEES WERE NOT 

ACCOMPLICES TO THE HIJACKING, THE KUWAITIS 
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APPARENTLY SUBJECTED THEM TO FAIRLY INTENSIVE 
INTERROGATION INTO THE KUWAITI "CONNECTION" 

IMPLICIT IN THEIR USE OF FORGED KUWAITI PASSPORTS. 

IN THE CASE OF THESE TWO PALESTINIANS, ONE OF WHOM 
AT LEAST IS NO STRANGER TO KUWAIT, LOCAL INTERIOR 
MINISTRY APPARENTLY PERCEIVED ENOUGH DIRECT 
INTEREST TO WARRANT PURSUIT OF THE CASE OF ITS 
CONCLUSION. 

MAESTRONE 
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